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 Chapter Overview: This chapter covers semantic classification
techniques including word categorization, semantic relationships, odd
one out identification, and verbal classification skills essential for SSC CGL
reasoning section.
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
1. INTRODUCTION TO SEMANTIC
CLASSIFICATION

What is Semantic Classification?

 Definition: Semantic classification is the process of categorizing words,
concepts, or objects based on their meaning, relationships, or shared
characteristics rather than their formal properties.

 Key Insight: Semantic classification tests your vocabulary, conceptual
understanding, and ability to identify relationships between words based
on meaning rather than just spelling or sound.

Types of Semantic Classification Problems

 Word Categorization

• Grouping words into
categories
• Identifying common
characteristics
• Multiple category systems
• Hierarchical classification
• Cross-category relationships

 Odd One Out

• Identifying the dissimilar item
• Finding breaking patterns
• Multiple relationship types
• Context-dependent solutions
• Multi-level dissimilarity

 Semantic Relationships

• Synonym-antonym
identification
• Part-whole relationships
• Category-member
relationships
• Cause-effect connections
• Sequential relationships
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 2. CLASSIFICATION TECHNIQUES

Common Classification Criteria

 Example: Multiple Classification Approaches

By Type

Fruits: Apple, Orange, Banana
Vegetables: Carrot, Broccoli, Spinach

By Color

Red: Apple, Rose, Tomato
Green: Broccoli, Spinach, Grass

By Usage

Food: Apple, Carrot, Bread
Decoration: Rose, Lily, Tulip

Classification
Type Description Examples

Taxonomic Based on scientific or
formal categories

Mammals, Birds,
Reptiles

Functional Based on purpose or use Tools, Vehicles,
Instruments

Thematic Based on themes or
contexts

Kitchen items, School
supplies

Semantic Based on meaning
relationships

Synonyms, Antonyms,
Hyponyms

Systematic Classification Approach

 Step-by-Step Classification Method:

1 Analyze All Items- Look at each word/concept carefully
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2 Identify Common Features- Look for shared characteristics

3 Check Multiple Dimensions- Consider type, function, theme, etc.

4 Look for Relationships- Identify semantic connections

5 Test Your Categories- Ensure all items fit logically

6 Verify Consistency- Check if classification is consistent

7 Review Exceptions- Handle any outliers or special cases
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 3. ODD ONE OUT TECHNIQUES

Identifying the Dissimilar Item

 Example: Odd One Out Analysis

Rose Lily Tulip Potato

Analysis: Rose, Lily, and Tulip are flowers, while Potato is a vegetable.

 Common Odd One Out Patterns:

• Category Mismatch - One item belongs to different category
• Property Difference - Different characteristics or properties
• Relationship Break - Breaks semantic relationship pattern
• Usage Difference - Different purpose or function
• Origin Difference - Different source or origin
• Size/Shape Difference - Physical characteristics differ

Multiple Relationship Analysis

 Advanced Odd One Out Strategies:

• Check for multiple possible relationships
• Consider context and common knowledge
• Look for both obvious and subtle differences
• Verify if the "odd one" could fit with a different relationship
• Consider word origins and etymology
• Think about both denotative and connotative meanings
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 4. PRACTICE QUESTIONS WITH SOLUTIONS

Classification Questions

Q1. Classify the following words into two groups:

Apple, Car, Banana, Bicycle, Orange, Motorcycle

A) Fruits & Vehicles

B) Food & Transport

C) Sweet & Fast

D) Round & Mechanical

Check Answer

Odd One Out Questions

Q2. Find the odd one out:

A) Rose

B) Lotus

C) Marigold

D) Potato

Check Answer

Q3. Identify the word that doesn't belong with the others:

A) Psychology

B) Philosophy

C) Sociology

D) Anatomy

Check Answer
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 5. SSC CGL EXAM STRATEGY

Time Management & Approach

 Exam Strategy for Semantic Classification:

1. Quick Word Scan - Read all words carefully (10 seconds)
2. Identify Relationships - Look for obvious connections (15 seconds)
3. Check Multiple Categories - Consider different classification ways (15
seconds)
4. Test Your Theory - Verify classification makes sense (10 seconds)
5. Review Options - Compare with answer choices (10 seconds)
6. Final Check - Ensure no better classification exists (5 seconds)

 Common SSC CGL Semantic Patterns:

• Living vs non-living things
• Natural vs man-made objects
• Professional categories
• Geographical classifications
• Scientific categories
• Temporal sequences
• Hierarchical relationships

Advanced Classification Techniques

 Expert Classification Strategies:

• Use word roots and etymology for difficult words
• Consider both concrete and abstract relationships
• Look for cultural or contextual classifications
• Use elimination method for multiple choices
• Practice with specialized vocabulary
• Develop mental categorization frameworks
• Build semantic networks in your mind
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 6. VOCABULARY BUILDING & PRACTICE

Essential Word Categories

 Natural World

• Plants: trees, flowers, herbs
• Animals: mammals, birds,
insects
• Geographical features
• Weather phenomena
• Natural resources

 Human World

• Professions and occupations
• Buildings and structures
• Transportation methods
• Cultural categories
• Social institutions

 Abstract Concepts

• Emotions and feelings
• Ideas and philosophies
• Academic disciplines
• Moral concepts
• Temporal concepts

Daily Practice Routine

 4-Week Preparation Plan:

Week 1: Basic Word Categorization (20 words/day)
Week 2: Odd One Out Practice (25 questions/day)
Week 3: Advanced Semantic Relationships (25
questions/day)
Week 4: Speed Practice & Mock Tests (30 questions/day)

 Effective Semantic Classification Practice:

• Practice with diverse vocabulary sets
• Create your own classification exercises
• Work on speed without sacrificing accuracy
• Review mistakes to understand relationship types
• Build mental categorization frameworks
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• Practice with both common and uncommon words
• Use flashcards for quick vocabulary review

Semantic Classification - SSC CGL Reasoning Preparation
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