
 Introduction to Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension (RC) tests your ability to read and understand written passages,
then answer questions based on them. In SSC CGL, RC passages can be from diverse topics
including science, history, literature, economics, and current affairs.

Typical SSC CGL RC Pattern:

Format: A passage of 200-400 words followed by 5 questions
Time Allocation: 6-8 minutes per passage
Skills Tested: Understanding main idea, inference, vocabulary, tone, and specific details

The Reading Process:

READING COMPREHENSIONREADING COMPREHENSION

SSC CGL English Preparation

Skim the passage quickly to understand the general topic1

Read the questions to know what to look for2

Read the passage carefully, noting key points3

Answer questions by referring back to the passage4

Eliminate obviously wrong options5

Verify your answers with the passage6
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 Types of RC Questions

1. Main Idea Questions
These ask about the central theme or primary purpose of the passage.

Example Questions:
• What is the main idea of the passage?
• The primary purpose of the passage is to...
• Which title best summarizes the content?

2. Detail/Specific Information Questions
These require you to locate specific facts or details mentioned in the passage.

Example Questions:
• According to the passage, what caused...?
• The author mentions that...
• Which of the following is stated in the passage?

3. Inference Questions
These require you to draw conclusions based on information in the passage.

Example Questions:
• It can be inferred from the passage that...
• The author implies that...
• Which conclusion can be drawn from the passage?

4. Vocabulary Questions
These test your understanding of words in context.

Example Questions:
• As used in the passage, the word "X" most nearly means...
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• Which word is similar in meaning to...?

5. Tone/Attitude Questions
These ask about the author's attitude or the passage's tone.

Example Questions:
• The author's tone can be described as...
• What is the author's attitude toward...?
• The passage is primarily...

Question
Type

Strategy Common Pitfalls

Main Idea
Look for repeated concepts and
thesis statement

Choosing too narrow or too broad
options

Detail
Questions

Scan for specific keywords
Answering from memory instead of
verifying

Inference Read between the lines
Making assumptions not supported
by passage

Vocabulary Use context clues
Choosing dictionary definition over
contextual meaning
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 Effective Reading Strategies

 Skimming First

Quickly read the passage to understand
structure and main ideas before diving into
questions.

 Question-first Approach

Read questions first to know what
information to look for while reading.

 Active Reading

Mentally note key points, arguments, and
transitions as you read.

 Refer Back

Always verify answers by referring back to
the relevant part of the passage.

SQ3R Method for Effective Reading:
• Survey: Quickly look through the passage
• Question: Form questions about what you expect to learn
• Read: Read actively to find answers to your questions
• Recite: Summarize what you've read in your own words
• Review: Go back and check your understanding

Context Clues for Vocabulary:
When you encounter unfamiliar words:
Look for definition clues  (the author explains the word)
Notice example clues  (examples that illustrate meaning)
Identify contrast clues  (words like "however," "but," "unlike")
Watch for inference clues  (meaning suggested by context)
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 Practice Exercises

Practice Passage 1

The digital revolution has transformed how we access information. While the internet

has made knowledge more accessible than ever before, it has also raised concerns

about information overload and the quality of available content. The sheer volume of

information can be overwhelming, making it difficult to distinguish between reliable

sources and misinformation.
Critical thinking skills have become increasingly important in this context. Readers

must learn to evaluate sources, check facts, and consider multiple perspectives before

forming conclusions. Educational institutions are now placing greater emphasis on

teaching digital literacy to help students navigate this complex information landscape.

Despite these challenges, the digital age offers unprecedented opportunities for
learning and collaboration. The key lies in developing the skills to harness this potential

effectively while being aware of the pitfalls.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

(A) The internet has made all information reliable

(B) Digital technology has eliminated traditional learning

(C) The digital age requires new skills for effective information use

(D) Critical thinking is no longer necessary in the modern world

2. According to the passage, what has become increasingly important?

(A) Memorizing large amounts of information

(B) Critical thinking skills
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(C) Avoiding digital technology

(D) Relying on single sources of information

3. What does the author suggest about educational institutions?

(A) They are resisting digital technology

(B) They are teaching digital literacy skills

(C) They have become obsolete

(D) They focus only on traditional learning methods

Practice Passage 2

Renewable energy sources have gained significant attention in recent years as concerns

about climate change and fossil fuel depletion grow. Solar power, in particular, has

seen remarkable advancements in efficiency and cost reduction. The price of solar

panels has dropped by over 80% in the last decade, making solar energy increasingly

competitive with traditional energy sources.
However, challenges remain. Solar energy production is intermittent, dependent on

weather conditions and time of day. This necessitates the development of efficient

energy storage systems to ensure consistent power supply. Battery technology has

improved substantially, but further advancements are needed to make solar energy

truly reliable for base load power.
Despite these hurdles, many experts believe that with continued research and

investment, solar power could become a primary energy source within the next few

decades, significantly reducing carbon emissions and mitigating climate change

impacts.
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1. What is the primary focus of this passage?

(A) The history of energy production

(B) The potential and challenges of solar energy

(C) A comparison of different energy sources

(D) The economic benefits of fossil fuels

2. According to the passage, what is a major challenge for solar energy?

(A) High installation costs

(B) Intermittent production

(C) Lack of public interest

(D) Limited sunlight availability worldwide

3. What does the author imply about the future of solar energy?

(A) It will replace all other energy sources soon

(B) It has limited potential for growth

(C) It could become a primary energy source with further development

(D) It is not a viable solution to climate change

10/28/25, 6:30 PM Reading Comprehension | SSC CGL English

127.0.0.1:5500/l1.html 7/9



 Exam Tips for Reading Comprehension

 Time Management

Allocate 6-8 minutes per passage. Don't
spend too much time on any single
question.

 Elimination Method

Eliminate obviously wrong options first to
improve your chances.

 Vocabulary Building

Regularly learn new words and their
contextual usage.

 Evidence-based Answers

Always find evidence in the passage to
support your answer choice.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid:
• Don't rely on outside knowledge - answers must come from the passage
• Avoid extreme words like "always," "never," "all," "none" unless clearly stated
• Don't misinterpret the author's tone or intent
• Be careful with inference questions - don't overthink or make assumptions
• Watch out for answer choices that are true but not supported by the passage

Quick Strategy Summary:

Common RC Vocabulary:

Quickly skim the passage (1-2 minutes)1

Read questions to identify what to look for2

Read passage carefully, noting key points3

Answer questions, referring back to the passage4

Eliminate wrong options systematically5

Verify your answers before finalizing6
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Word Meaning Word Meaning

Advocate Support or recommend Critique Evaluate or analyze

Elucidate Explain or clarify Substantiate Provide evidence for

Ambiguous
Unclear or having multiple
meanings

Explicit Clearly stated

Implicit Implied but not directly stated Paradox
Seeming
contradiction

© 2024 SSC CGL English Preparation - Reading Comprehension Guide

10/28/25, 6:30 PM Reading Comprehension | SSC CGL English

127.0.0.1:5500/l1.html 9/9


