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 Chapter Overview: This chapter covers word building techniques including
jumbled word solving, missing letter completion, meaningful word formation,
and vocabulary enhancement essential for SSC CGL reasoning section.
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8.1 UNDERSTANDING WORD BUILDING

What is Word Building?

 Definition: Word building is the process of forming meaningful words from
given letters, either by rearranging jumbled letters, completing missing letters,
or creating new words following specific patterns.

 Key Insight: Word building tests your vocabulary, pattern recognition skills,
and ability to think systematically about letter arrangements and word
structures.

Types of Word Building Problems

 Jumbled Words

• Rearranging scrambled letters
• Finding meaningful words
• Multiple word possibilities
• Pattern recognition
• Systematic arrangement

 Missing Letters

• Completing incomplete words
• Pattern-based completion
• Vowel-consonant patterns
• Prefix-suffix completion
• Context-based filling

 Word Formation

• Creating words from given letters
• Maximum word length finding
• Multiple word creation
• Dictionary word checking
• Meaningful word selection
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8.2 JUMBLED WORD TECHNIQUES

Systematic Approach to Jumbled Words

 Step-by-Step Jumbled Word Solving:

1 Identify Vowels- Locate all vowels (A,E,I,O,U)

2 Find Consonants- Identify consonant clusters

3 Look for Common Patterns- TH, SH, CH, ING, etc.

4 Try Prefixes/Suffixes- UN-, RE-, -ING, -ED, etc.

5 Form Small Words First- Build from smaller combinations

6 Rearrange Systematically- Try different arrangements

7 Verify Meaning- Ensure word makes sense

 Example: Unscramble "TAC"

T A C

Possible arrangements: TAC, ATC, CAT, CTA, ACT, ATC
Meaningful word: CAT  and ACT

Common Letter Patterns

 Frequently Used Letter Combinations:

• Beginning Patterns - TH, SH, CH, WH, PH, KN, WR
• Ending Patterns - ING, ED, TION, SION, MENT, NESS
• Vowel Patterns - AI, EA, EE, OA, UE, UI, IE
• Consonant Clusters - BL, CL, FL, GL, PL, SL, BR, CR, DR, FR, GR, PR, TR
• Common Suffixes - ABLE, IBLE, FUL, LESS, LY, ER, EST
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8.3 MISSING LETTER COMPLETION

Pattern-Based Completion

 Vowel-Consonant Patterns

• Alternating vowel-consonant
• Double vowel patterns
• Double consonant patterns
• Silent letter identification
• Phonetic pattern recognition

 Word Structure Analysis

• Prefix-root-suffix identification
• Syllable pattern recognition
• Word family grouping
• Rhyming word patterns
• Contextual word completion

 Mathematical Patterns

• Alphabet position patterns
• Letter skipping patterns
• Reverse alphabet patterns
• Number-letter conversion
• Code-based completion

 Example: Complete the pattern: A, C, E, G, ?

Solution:

A (1), C (3), E (5), G (7)

Pattern: Odd number positions

Next odd position: 9 = I

Answer: I

Common Missing Letter Patterns

 Vowel-Consonant Sequence Patterns:

• VCVCVC (Vowel-Consonant alternating)
• VVCVVC (Double vowel patterns)
• CCVCCV (Double consonant patterns)
• CVCVCV (Regular alternation)
• Mixed patterns with specific rules
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8.4 WORD FORMATION STRATEGIES

Maximum Word Length Finding

 Systematic Word Formation Approach:

1 Count Letters- Total number of available letters

2 Identify Vowels- Essential for word formation

3 Look for Common Beginnings- Frequent starting patterns

4 Check Common Endings- Frequent suffix patterns

5 Form Core Words- Build around vowel-consonant core

6 Extend Systematically- Add prefixes/suffixes

7 Verify Dictionary Words- Ensure word validity

 Exercise: Form words from "EDUCATION"

E D U C A T

I O N

Possible words: EDUCATION, CAUTION, ACTION, NOTED, DANCE, etc.

Vocabulary Enhancement Tips

 Vocabulary Building Strategies:

• Learn common prefixes and suffixes
• Practice word family groups
• Study root words and their meanings
• Learn frequently used word patterns
• Practice with word puzzles regularly
• Read extensively to build vocabulary
• Use flashcards for quick revision
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8.5 COMMON PATTERNS & SHORTCUTS

Frequently Used Word Patterns

Pattern Type Examples Application

Double Letters BOOK, FOOD, SEE, TOO Look for repeated letters

Silent Letters KNIGHT, WRITE, PSYCH Identify uncommon patterns

Common Prefixes UN-, RE-, PRE-, MIS- Word beginning patterns

Common Suffixes -ING, -ED, -TION, -MENT Word ending patterns

Vowel Patterns EA, EE, AI, OA, UE Vowel combination rules

Quick Solving Techniques

 Time-Saving Word Building Tips:

• Always look for vowels first - every word needs vowels
• Identify common letter pairs and clusters
• Try the most frequent letters first (E, T, A, O, I, N, S)
• Look for obvious prefixes and suffixes
• Consider word length and syllable patterns
• Use elimination method for multiple choices
• Practice mental rearrangement for speed
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8.6 PRACTICE QUESTIONS WITH SOLUTIONS

Jumbled Word Questions

Q1. Unscramble the letters to form a meaningful word: "RSEA"

A) SEAR
B) EARS
C) ARES
D) SARE

Check Answer

Q2. Arrange to form a meaningful word: "T N E M E R A"

A) REMANENT
B) MEANTER
C) TERMENA
D) MEANTER

Check Answer

Missing Letter Questions

Q3. Complete the series: A, D, G, J, ?

A) M
B) N
C) O
D) P

Check Answer

Q4. Fill the missing letter: C _ T (to form a word)

A) A
B) O
C) U
D) I

10/28/25, 7:00 PM Chapter 8: WORD BUILDING - SSC CGL Reasoning

127.0.0.1:5500/l1.html 8/12



Check Answer

Word Formation Questions

Q5. How many meaningful words can be formed from "STUDY"?

A) 2
B) 3
C) 4
D) 5

Check Answer
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8.7 SSC CGL EXAM STRATEGY

Time Management & Approach

 Exam Strategy for Word Building:

1. Quick Letter Scan - Identify vowels and consonants (5 seconds)
2. Pattern Recognition - Look for common patterns (10 seconds)
3. Systematic Rearrangement - Try logical arrangements (15 seconds)
4. Meaning Verification - Check if word makes sense (5 seconds)
5. Option Comparison - Match with given options (5 seconds)
6. Quick Verification - Double-check answer (5 seconds)
7. Move Forward - Don't overthink single questions

 Common SSC CGL Word Building Patterns:

• Simple jumbled word rearrangement
• Missing letter in word patterns
• Alphabet position based completion
• Maximum word length finding
• Multiple word formation
• Pattern-based word completion
• Vocabulary-based word selection

Common Mistakes to Avoid

 Critical Word Building Errors:

• Ignoring vowel-consonant balance
• Overlooking common letter patterns
• Not checking word meaning validity
• Missing silent letter patterns
• Confusing similar sounding words
• Rushing without systematic approach
• Poor vocabulary affecting word recognition
• Not verifying with all given letters
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8.8 REVISION & PRACTICE PLAN

Daily Practice Routine

 4-Week Preparation Plan:

Week 1: Basic Jumbled Words & Simple Patterns (20 questions/day)
Week 2: Missing Letters & Complex Patterns (25 questions/day)
Week 3: Word Formation & Vocabulary Building (25 questions/day)
Week 4: Speed Practice & Mock Tests (30 questions/day)

 Effective Word Building Practice:

• Practice with different word types daily
• Learn common prefixes and suffixes
• Build vocabulary through regular reading
• Practice mental rearrangement for speed
• Work on pattern recognition skills
• Time yourself to improve efficiency
• Review mistakes to identify weak areas

Key Concepts to Master

Concept Key Points to Remember

Vowels A, E, I, O, U (sometimes Y) - Essential for word formation

Common
Prefixes UN-, RE-, PRE-, MIS-, DIS-, NON-, OVER-, UNDER-

Common
Suffixes -ING, -ED, -TION, -SION, -MENT, -NESS, -ABLE, -IBLE

Letter Patterns TH, SH, CH, WH, PH, KN, WR, CK, TCH, DGE

Word Families Groups of words with common roots or patterns

Solving Strategy
Vowels first → Common patterns → Systematic arrangement → Meaning
check
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